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(57) ABSTRACT 

A tanning bed cap includes a pliant body having at least one 
layer, an interior cavity and a head receiving opening 
providing access to the interior cavity. The layer is either one 
of an insulating material, a reflective material or both. The 
head receiving opening has a peripheral elastic, whereby the 
head receiving opening engages a head of a person wearing 
the cap. The tanning bed cap protects ones hair from 
ultraviolet radiation. 

7 Claims, 2 Drawing Sheets 
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TANNING BED CAP 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

The present invention relates to a cap that is intended for 
use by persons using tanning beds. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

Tanning salons have become popular with persons wish- 
ing to tan their skin to enhance their appearance, but who 
either do not live in a climate that permits sun tanning all 
year round or live a lifestyle that does not permit the time for 
regular sun tanning. 

The heat and ultraviolet rays generated by tanning beds 
used in the tanning salons are known to cause damage to 
ones hair. Patrons are, therefore, forced to take remedial 
steps to revive damaged hair by using specially formulated 
shampoos and conditioners. 

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

What is required is a cap that is suitable for use in a 
tanning bed to protect ones hair. 

According to the present invention there is provided a 
tanning bed cap which includes a pliant body having at least 
one layer, an interior cavity and a head receiving opening 
providing access to the interior cavity. The at least one layer 
is either one of an insulating material or a reflective material. 
The head receiving opening has a peripheral elastic, 
whereby the head receiving opening engages a head of a 
person wearing the cap. 

Wearing a cap usually retains heat around the head. This 
causes patrons to perspire heavily and messes their hair. For 
persons sufficiently concerned about their appearance to 
want to indulge in tanning, this disadvantage will normally 
outweigh any advantage to be gained in protecting one's hair 
from damage through the use of a cap. The sun tanning cap, 
as described above, reduces the extent to which patrons wiO 
perspire when wearing the cap, through the use of a reflec- 
tive layer, an insulating layer or both. A reflective layer 
reflects ultraviolet rays to reduce heat within the interior 
cavity. An insulating layer thermally isolates the interior 
cavity. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

These and other features of the invention will become 
more apparent from the following description in which 
reference is made to the appended drawings, the drawings 
are for the purpose of illustration only and are not intended 
to in any way limit the scope of the invention to the 
particular embodiment or embodiments shown, wherein: 

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a tanning bed cap 
constructed in accordance with the teachings of the present 
invention in use by a person tanning in a tanning bed. 

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of the tanning bed cap 
illustrated in FIG. 1. 

FIG. 3 is a section view of the tanning bed cap illustrated 
in FIG. 2. 

FIG. 4 is a side elevation view of the tanning bed cap 
illustrated in FIG. 2, being placed onto a person's head. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE 
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 

The preferred embodiment, a tanning bed cap generally 
identified by reference numeral 10, will now be described 
with reference to FIGS. 1 through 4. 
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Structure and Relationship of Parts 

Referring to FIG. 3, there is provided a tanning bed cap 
10 that includes a pliant layered body 12 having an outer 
layer 14, an inner layer 16, an interior cavity 18 and a head 
5 receiving opening 20 which provides access to interior 
cavity 18. Outer layer 14 is of a reflective material, thereby 
reflecting ultraviolet rays. Inner layer 16 is of an insulating 
material, thereby reducing heat build up within interior 
cavity 18. Referring to FIG. 2, head receiving opening 20 
10 has a peripheral elastic 22. Referring to FIG. 4, head 
receiving opening 20 engages a head 24 of a person 26 
wearing tanning cap 10. 

Operation 

The use of tanning cap 10 will now be described with 

15 reference to FIGS. 1 through 4. Referring to FIG. 1, tanning 
cap 10 is intended for use by a person 26 using a tanning bed 
30. Referring to FIG, 4, prior to entering tanning bed 30, 
person 26 places tanning cap 10 over their hair 28 by 
inserting their head 24 through head receiving opening 20. 
Peripheral elastic 22 will secure tanning cap 10 in place on 
head 24. If any hair 28 extends outside tanning cap 10, 
person 26 can tuck hair 28 up under peripheral elastic 22 so 
that tanning cap 10 covers and contains all of hair 28 within 
interior cavity 18 so that no hair 28 is left exposed. Referring 
to FIG. 1, once tanning cap 10 is securely in place with all 
hair 28 covered, person 26 can use tanning bed 30 as they 
normally would. Peripheral elastic 22 prevents hair 28 from 
escaping from tanning cap 10. Tanning cap 10 completely 
covers hair 28. Reflective outer layer 14 shields the hair 

3Q from ultra-violet radiation. Insulating inner layer 16 reduces 
heat build-up within interior cavity 18 and thereby reduces 
perspiration which would otherwise have a detrimental 
effect on the hairdo of person 26. It is preferred that both 
outer layer 14 and inner layer 16 are made of a breathable 

35 material. This helps prevent the kind of heat build up that 
occurs with plastic shower caps, that not only do not prevent 
heat build up but actually promote it. One material that has 
been found to be satisfactory is polyester. 
Supporting Data 

4Q In order to develop empirical data regarding the effec- 
tiveness of a tanning bed cap fabricated in accordance with 
. the teachings of the present invention as compared to white 
terry cloth towels presently given to patrons of tanning 
studios a series of tests were conducted. These tests were 

45 conducted by the Textile Testing Service at the University of 
Nebraska at Lincoln. The mean ultraviolet protection factor 
(UPF) rating assigned the tanning bed cap after the tests was 
1000.00. The mean UPF rating assigned the white terry cloth 
towel after the tests was, by comparison, 15.29. The while 

50 terry cloth towel is giving virtually no ultraviolet protection 
to the sun tanning studio patron. 

In this patent document, the word "comprising" is used in 
its non-limiting sense to mean that items following the word 
are included, but items not specifically mentioned are not 

55 excluded. A reference to an element by the indefinite article 
all does not exclude the possibility that more than one of the 
element is present, unless the context clearly requires that 
there be one and only one of the elements. 
It will be apparent to one skilled in the art that modifi- 

60 cations may be made to the illustrated embodiment without 
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as 
hereinafter defined in the Claims. 

The embodiments of the invention in which an exclusive 
property or privilege is claimed are defined as follows: 

65 1. A tanning bed cap comprising: 

a pliant layered body having an outer layer and an inner 
layer, the pliant layered body defining an interior cavity 
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and having a head receiving opening which provides 

access to the interior cavity; 
the outer layer being of a reflective material and having a 

sufficiently high Ultra Violet Protection Factor rating to 

reflect ultraviolet rays; 
the inner layer being of a insulating material for reducing 

heat build up within the interior cavity during use; 
the head receiving opening having a peripheral elastic, 

whereby the head receiving opening engages a head of 

a person wearing the cap; and 
the sufficiently high Ultraviolet Protection Factor rating is 

about 1000. 

2. The tanning bed cap as defined in claim 1, wherein both 
the outer layer and the inner layer are of a breathable 
material, thereby permitting heat to escape from the interior 
cavity through the inner layer and the outer layer without 
any non-breathable intermediate layer between the inner and 
outer layers to impede the escape of heat. 

3. The tanning bed cap as defined in claim 1, wherein both 
the outer layer and the inner layer are of a breathable 
material, thereby permitting heat to escape from the interior 
cavity through the inner layer and the outer layer without 
any non-breathable intermediate layer between the inner and 
outer layers to impede the escape of heat; 

the outer layer and the inner layer directly contact one 
another. 

4. A tanning bed cap comprising: 

a pliant layered body consisting only of an outer layer and 
an inner layer without any layer between the outer layer 
and the inner layer, and the pliant layered body defining 
an interior cavity and having a head receiving opening 
which provides access to the interior cavity; 
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the outer layer being of a reflective material and having a 

sufficiently high Ultraviolet Protection Factor rating to 

reflect ultraviolet rays; 
the inner layer being of a insulating material for reducing 

heat build up within the interior cavity during use, and 

the outer layer contacting the inner layer, 
the head receiving opening having a peripheral elastic, 

whereby the head receiving opening engages a head of 

a person wearing the cap; and 
the sufficiently high Ultra Violet Protection Factor rating is 

about 1000. 

5. The tanning bed cap as defined in claim 4, wherein both 
the outer layer and the inner layer are of a breathable 
material, thereby permitting heat to escape from the interior 
cavity through the inner layer and the outer layer without 
any non-breathable intermediate layer between the inner and 
outer layers to impede the escape of heat. 

6. The tanning bed cap as defined in claim 4, wherein the 
outer layer and the inner layer directly contact one another. 

7. The tanning bed cap as defined in claim 4, wherein both 
the outer layer and the inner layer are of a breathable 
material, thereby permitting heat to escape from the interior 
cavity through the inner layer and the outer layer without 
any non-breathable intermediate layer between the inner and 
outer layers to impede the escape of heat; 

the sufficiently high Ultraviolet Protection Factor rating is 

about 1000; and 
the outer layer and the inner layer directly contact one 

another. 
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